
Establishment and history of the Foundation 


The existing foundation followed on meritable activities of its predecessor that was registered, in accordance with the Civil Code, at District Administration Office in Havlíčkův Brod as early as August 26th, 1993. The foundation’s founder, the Czech, Moravian and Silesian Firefighters Association (CMSFA), sought to increase the significance of the mission of the Center of Firefighting Movement (CFM) in Přibyslav, chiefly in fire safety education. Therefore, a large-scale Permanent Exhibition of Firefighting was built at the Přibyslav Castle, which not only firefighters, but also schoolchildren and the general public enjoy visiting. An area exceeding 8,200 square feet is the home to a non-traditional exhibition on firefighting as well as exhibit on principal mission of firefighters in the Czech Republic.

Our center also became a frequented venue for manufacturers and retailers of firefighting equipment including aids used in firefighting. Visitors are introduced and alerted to various causes of fire and statistics on damage inflicted annually in the Czech Republic. Premises for the total of 100 visitors with requisite equipment, modern galleries, cafeteria and an accommodation facility with 90 beds offer a great potential to utilise. Conference hall is used for various seminars and expert workshops. The Ceremony Hall, which also hosts biannual ceremony to award the title of “Meritorious Firefighter” to the best firefighters, is used as well by the Municipality in Přibyslav for ceremonial purposes. Various international assemblies of firefighters take place here on regular basis, as well as symposiums and exhibitions of firefighting pieces of apparatus and equipment. The Center also organises activities and festivals as a part of community leisure activities. 

Expenses associated with maintenance and operation of this large facility grow constantly, which makes fundraising critical for us. We also seek to provide high quality services so that visitors from the Czech Republic and abroad enjoy coming to us. That is why we are in urgent need of assistance from sponsors, institutions and individuals. That was one of the reasons why the foundation came into being. It turned out later to be the right decision to take. The foundation stepwise found many volunteer co-workers while a number of businesses provided contributions, as well as Volunteer Firefighter Associations and individual domestic and international visitors. We managed to raise in excess of CZK 5 million, which substantially helped the CFM in the pursuit of its mission. The chairman of the board of trustees over all the concerned period was JUDr. Miroslav Řepiský, a high-ranking firefighting official. Mr. Řepiský can take credit for getting involved into efforts to help our foundation firefighters from nearly all districts of the Czech Republic and many CTIF member states, especially from Austria and Germany. Thus, the foundation became known to general public. The founder of the foundation, the Czech, Moravian and Silesian Firefighter Association, also provided considerable assistance on regular basis.

When the new Act on Foundations and Endowment Funds entered into force, the board of trustees decided, in line with the founder’s instruction, to transform the then Foundation in support of FMC Přibyslav into a foundation in support of firefighting movement in the Czech Republic. That expanded the foundation’s activities into a nationwide operation. Although the new law tightened the terms for registration /mandatory fixed assets CZK 0.5 mio./, we managed to meet those terms, including thanks to CMSFA as the founder. The Foundation is registered with the Registry court in Hradec Králové, entry no. N-93. The foundation activities are steered by a six-member board of trustees and a supervisory board of three. The foundation succeeds in fulfilling its mission, which is to aid firefighters on all levels as they perform their commendable activities. The fact the foundation is successful is confirmed by positive reactions to their work coming from brigades and District Firefighter Associations. It operates successfully throughout the country. Its agenda focuses on further development of voluntary as well as career firefighting, support of activities in brigades, district and regional associations. 


The year 2001 marks an important milestone for the Foundation. After a challenging selection procedure organised by the Office of the Government of the Czech Republic in connection with Stage II Endowments Allocation from the Foundation Investment Fund, our foundation received CZK 12,108,000; and gradually we received further funding from the FIF. So, the foundation’s assets today amount to CZK 28,426 thousand. Although we only make use of the revenues from the amount, it is a substantial benefit that provides a permanent income for our activities. On that score, we highly value the care the Government provides to foundations.

Mission and Objectives

The foundation aims to assist on further development of voluntary and professional firefighting and fire safety in the Czech Republic and foster firefighters‘ activities through provision of grants, mainly in the following fields:

· Education of the general public on fire safety, protection of lives and private property against fire, flooding and other natural disasters. To that effect, the Permanent firefighting exhibition in the Center of Firefighter Movement Přibyslav includes a dedicated exhibit while the foundation will take part in adding new pieces and objects

· A special emphasis is attached to assistance in educating schoolchildren on fire safety and prevention, not only at the CFM Přibyslav, but especially at schools, dormitories and further organisations. In this sphere, assistance concentrates on the support to youth sport activities, especially organisations of various competitions, from district to nationwide rounds and assistance on running summer children and youth scout camps

· The Foundation will support development of cultural and leisure-time activities of firefighters, in the form of organising firefighter theatre and musical festivals, Firefighter brass bands, including contributions to cover associate expenses

· The Foundation will provide grants to activities of collectors of firefighting related curios, philatelists, nationwide competitions of firefighting chroniclers, video editing, as well as  organising firefighting-related film festivals and in support of fine art and literary contest called “Fire Safety in Children’s Eyes“, which is organised in the Czech Republic on annual basis

· Support to documentation activities aimed at collecting and dissemination of knowledge on the formation, development and history, as well as the present of the firefighter movement in the Czech Republic and abroad. The Foundation will support activities seeking to gain and preserve historical holdings for future generations, including archived objects. In particular, those will objects donated by Voluntary Firefighters Association, district brigades as well as from through various nationwide activities or firefighters‘ participation in sport contests, international assemblies and exhibitions. As appropriate, the Foundation will also take part in meeting the costs of stabilisation, refurbishment and restoration works 

· As to editing and publishing activities, this will embrace publishing various pamphlets, brochures, aids and video footages of all firefighting activities, including the assistance  to district associations on publishing their firefighting related publications

· Assistance by the foundation on establishment of contacts with firefighters abroad to the effect of exchanging information on fire safety and firefighting, as well as in support of international meetings of firefighters and the expansion of the Hall of International Cooperation at CFM Přibyslav

· Partakes in promotion of new firefighting trucks and equipment in close cooperation with domestic and foreign manufacturers

· Support regional museums of firefighting and Halls of Tradition in brigades throughout the Czech Republic 

· The Foundation will provide grants to support maintenance and repairs of the Přibyslav Castle, where the CFM is based, in order to enable the firefighter center with nationwide operation to carry on providing high-quality services for firefighters and the public

· Support to the Commission for firefighting history and documentation of the CTIF (International association of fire and rescue services), which is based in the Center of Firefighter Movement in Přibyslav, Czech Republic 

